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Guestbook

Obituary & Services Guestbook

Thomas “Tom” Barry Obituary
Thomas “Tom” Charles Barry, age 73, of Grand Haven, formerly of Ohio, passed away on Tuesday, July
9, 2024, at Dogwood Shores Assisted Living. He was born on July 27, 1950, in Brownsville, PA, to the
late Charles and Christine (Dobrunick) Barry.

Tom graduated from Muskingum University with a degree in Psychology. He spent 40 years in various
positions at harness racing tracks including Ohio, Maryland, and Washington DC.  He also managed
professional and tough man competition boxers. 

Tom enjoyed playing card games, scrabble, listening to music, and the Cleveland Browns.

Tom is survived by his sisters, Christine (Kenneth) Lee and Winona Lee Goldstein; nephews, Kenneth
(Erin) Lee and C.D. Goldstein; niece, Beth Sheinbaum; great-nephews, Parker (Joy) Lee and Matthew
(Jane) Coogan; great-niece, Payton Lee; and many cousins and friends.

Tom was preceded in death by his parents and brother-in-law, Sam Goldstein.

According to his wishes, cremation has taken place, and no services will be held.

Memorial Contributions may be made to Trinity Health at Home Hospice, Trinity Health Palliative
Care, or Parkinson’s Foundation.

To send flowers (/obituary/ThomasTom-Barry/sympathy-landing) to the family or plant a tree
(/obituary/ThomasTom-Barry/1077373/memorial-tree) in memory of Thomas “Tom” Charles Barry,
please visit our floral store. (/obituary/ThomasTom-Barry/sympathy-landing)

How did you know Thomas “Tom” Charles Barry?

Family Friend Work Other
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Services
NO SERVICES TO BE HELD
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Trinity Health at Home Hospice-Grand Haven
1309 Sheldon Rd., Grand Haven MI 49417
Tel: 1-616-846-2015

Web: https://www.trinityhealthmichigan.org/location/trinity-health-at-home-grand-haven
(https://www.trinityhealthmichigan.org/location/trinity-health-at-home-grand-haven)

(formerly Hospice of North Ottawa Community)

Trinity Health Palliative Care
5301 McAuley Dr., Ste. 2119, Ypsilanti MI 48197
Tel: 1-734-712-7255

Parkinson's Foundation
200 SE 1st St., Suite 800, Miami FL 33131
Tel: 1-800-473-4636

Email: contact@parkinson.org

Web: https://www.parkinson.org/ (https://www.parkinson.org/)

Donations

Guestbook

Share a Memory

Plant a tree in memory of Thomas “Tom”

An environmentally-friendly option

Plant a tree  (/obituary/ThomasTom-Barry/1077373/memorial-tree)

M
 Mike Farine

July 12, 2024 1:17 PM

When I think of my cousin Tom, I think of 2 words: calm and kind. I remember our family visits to
Tom's house in Maple Heights, Ohio, when I was a kid. Tom's father, my Uncle Charles, was my
mother's brother. When we visited my Uncle Charles and Aunt Nellie, Tom always had a kind word
for me. He was 13 years older than me and so I looked up to him. We'd watch ballgames on TV, sit in
the backyard, and mostly just talk. He always took an interest in what I was doing in my life. I
remember watching the 1973 Ohio State-Michigan football game at Tom's house. The game ended in
a 10-10 tie, and controversy followed because only one team -- either Ohio State or Michigan --
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would be chosen by the Big Ten to represent the conference in the Rose Bowl. I was so hoping that
Ohio State would be picked, and I remember Tom assuring me -- and reassuring me -- that would be
the case. And it turned out he was right -- Ohio State played in the Rose Bowl that season. Tom and
his father also shared a love of horse racing, and I still recall Tom driving me to Northfield Park on
more than one occasion. Tom patiently explained harness racing to me, and when I wanted to spend
time in the arcade within Northfield Park, Tom would just laugh. He didn't seem to mind. Tom also
worked at Rosecroft Raceway in Maryland. I live in Maryland and in the late 1980s, I can recall
several of my co-workers wanting to go to Rosecroft to watch the horse races. I couldn't make it that
night, but I pointed them in Tom's direction. They came back to work the next day and told me how
nice Tom was to them. That was Tom's personality in a nutshell. During the past several years, Tom
and I chatted on the phone 2-3 times a year, often talking about one or all of the Triple Crown races
(Kentucky Derby, Preakness Stakes, Belmont Stakes). Tom's knowledge of all things horse racing
always impressed me, and I could hear the passion in his voice when he spoke of the sport. Like me,
Tom was a big believer in exercise. Even in his later years, Tom loved to box at a gym in Michigan.
We'd talk horse racing, boxing, the Cleveland Browns, and politics. I will sure miss our phone chats.
And Tom always did a great job keeping me posted and up to date on any family news. My heart goes
out to his sisters Chris and Winona, as well as his niece Beth, his nephew Kenny, and his nephew C.D.
I am very sorry for your loss, but I believe Tom is looking down and smiling. And I believe he is with
his mom and dad. Rest in peace, cousin.

M
 Mary Randall

July 11, 2024 7:07 PM

I enjoyed working with Tom at Northfield Park for many years!!! He was a true gentleman and
besides being my boss he was a great friend!!! I will miss him dearly but he is at peace now!!! Hugs
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